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he know of this tradition r It is most unlikely, for
very few people in England in the middle of the
seventeenth century knew anything about the reli-
gion of Mohammed ; but it is not impossible.

The attack on the little book did it no special harm
among those whose intellectual outlook was wider
than that of Prynne ; indeed, according to Heylin, it
seems to have done it good, for he says; "But for all
this violent opposition, and the great clamour made
against it, the book grew up into esteem, and justified
itself without any advocate, insomuch that many of
those who first startled at it in regard of its title, found
in the body of it so much piety, such regular forms of
divine worship, such necessary consolations in special
exigencies that they reserved it by them as a jewel of
great price and value."

The book passed through many editions, but in
those published after the author's death, the offending
title page was replaced by one which seems to have
satisfied both the orthodoxy and the prejudice of the
time. The name of Jesus, the cross and the praying
women were superseded by the Royal coat of arms;
and although the text was not tampered with, the
book had now an air of commonplace respectability
which no doubt helped it presently to pass out of notice
altogether. As a matter of fact Cosin himself was a
very staunch and loyal Protestant, of the two a better
one than William Prynne, as the latter in his closing
years was deep in the confidences of his most Catholic
Majesty Charles II, while Cosin, who became the
greatest ecclesiastic of his time, sturdily defended the